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Press release
Warsaw, 24.07.2020
The Sinfonia Varsovia To Its City Festival Begins!
2.08–3.09.2020 
Concert Pavilion, ul. Grochowska 272, Warsaw
The XX Sinfonia Varsovia To Its City Festival held in Sinfonia Varsovia’s Concert Pavilion between 2 August and 3 September will start with a transoceanic journey with Sinfonia Varsovia Brass. The festival offers attendees a chance to traverse different musical worlds and styles, with a stopover for contemporary multimedia music and family concerts and plenty of opportunities to discover hitherto unknown arrangements and brand-new pieces.
The opening event of the 20th Sinfonia Varsovia To Its City Festival (Sunday at noon and 4 PM) will be filled with Warsaw vibes and powerful big band sounds of the ten-plus member Sinfonia Varsovia Brass ensemble. The band, much and long beloved by locals, is made up of musicians from the Orchestra’s brass and drum sections. The two concerts will feature: Fanfare for the independent Poland, the final piece by Sinfonia Varsovia’s former artistic director Krzysztof Penderecki, as well as music by other composers associated with Warsaw and the American brass scene. Sinfonia Varsovia Brass will take you on a musical journey to the interwar period with a performance of compositions by Henryk Wars; to occupied Warsaw, with Witold Lutosławski’s famous Paganini Variations, then played in local cafes by the Lutosławski-Panufnik duet; and to 60s and 70s New York as it was in the 60s and 70s, with new arrangements of Quincy Jones’ Soul Bossa Nova and Joe Zawinul’s Birdland.
 
Musical art and nature will come together in pieces presented during Experimental Tuesdays, starting on 4 August (8 PM) with a concert by the world-famous German contemporary music group Ensemble Garage. The group will present a theatrical and multimedia approach to new music. This includes Monika Szpyrka’s never before performed Zero waste tip 1: don't waste your music (and video) for sampler and video (version II), a sample-based piece inspired by the zero-waste movement. 
Musical tradition will play an important role during the Thursday orchestra concerts. On 6 August Sinfonia Varsovia conducted by Alexandr Vedernikov will present the rarely-performed Symphony No. 2 for strings and trumpet in D major by Artur Honegger and Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings in C major, a musical homage to the work of Mozart in the style of 18th century instrumental music. The concert will end with Krzysztof Penderecki’s Chaconne in memoria del Giovanni Paolo II dedicated to pope John Paul II, a piece written in 2005 and included in the Polish Requiem, a monumental piece commemorating Polish historical figures. 
“Tracking down sounds” will take place on Saturday 8 August (11 AM) during the first Family Morning, a series of story-driven concerts for children and families.
 Musical stories with soundtracks by Michał Lorenc will take you to the world of fantasy, the forest kingdom of birds and faraway exotic lands. A colorful story made up of words, music and pantomime will be presented by the DesOrient ensemble, Joanna Płóciennik from the Body Art Theater and Tomasz Grabowski, master of ceremonies. 
The following weeks of the Franciszek Wybrańczyk Sinfonia Varsovia to Its City Festival will bring about more musical surprises, including the Polish premiere of Gil Kanczele’s Tranquillo for Chamber Ensemble and Dmitry Shostakovich’s Chamber Symphony op. 83a with orchestration by Rudolf Barshai.
 The Festival will also feature new compositions by Bassem Akiki and Rafał Ryterski as well as a special comission, Wojciech Kostrzewa’s Concerto Varsovia. 
For more information, go to sinfoniavarsovia.org.
Tickets (10-20 PLN) are available sinfoniavarsovia.org, ebilet.pl and at the box office right before the concert.
For detailed rules and regulations in force at the festival, go to this link.
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