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 Press release
Warsaw, 25 September 2020
Sinfonia Varsovia Plays Chamber Music series is coming back!

3 October – 9 December 2020
Warsaw
The third edition of the Sinfonia Varsovia Plays Chamber Music series is coming back next month. To celebrate the 250th anniversary of Ludwig van Beethoven’s birth, the Orchestra's musicians will play the lesser-known chamber works of the last composer of the First Viennese School accompanied by the works of other composers. The concerts will take place in the Rehearsal Room of Sinfonia Varsovia and the Warsaw cultural centers (Within Reach) from October through December. The first events are scheduled for 3 and 7 October. 
Ludwig van Beethoven’s chamber music, including both salon and virtuosic pieces as well as vocal works, became the focal point of the third edition of the Sinfonia Varsovia Plays Chamber Music series. The concerts began in January and continued after the COVID-19 pandemic lockdown under the theme "Beethoven’s Mirror". The series showcases the lesser-known works by the master from Bonn reflecting the compositional tendencies of the period and the broad context of the musical culture at the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries, which is sometimes called the “Golden Age” of chamber music. These works will be accompanied by pieces from other musical eras, revealing the continuum of the genre’s development. Each performance will be followed by meetings with artists, during which the audience will have an opportunity to talk about musical curiosities and the work of the musicians. The events will take place in the Sinfonia Varsovia’s Rehearsal Room and selected Warsaw cultural centers (Within Reach) from October through December this year. 

In October, listeners will be transported to 18th-century musical salons by Ludwig van Beethoven’s Serenade in D major for flute, violin and viola, Op. 25 (3 October, Dom Kultury "Świt", 5:00 PM; 7 October, Rehearsal Room of Sinfonia Varsovia, 7:00 PM). The works of this genre were similar in character to divertimenti and were intended to be performed in the evening. The serenade will be followed by impressionistic compositions, including Jean Cras' Quintet for harp, flute, violin, viola and cello, so far rarely performed in Poland, and Maurice Ravel's Introduction et Allegro for harp, flute, clarinet, and string quartet. The following musicians will perform: Andrzej Krzyżanowski (flute), Zuzanna Elster (harp), Adam Siebers (violin), Magdalena Lech (violin), Radosław Soroka (clarinet), Katarzyna Budnik (viola), Marcel Markowski (cello). The events will be hosted by Michał Niżyński. 

The virtuosic character of Beethoven's chamber music will be revealed in November concerts featuring one of the most important violin sonatas of the Bonn-born composer, Sonata in A major, Op. 47 ("Kreutzer") for violin and piano in a transcription for string quintet (18 November, Sinfonia Varsovia Rehearsal Room and 19 November, Wolskie Centrum Kultury, 85 Obozowa Street, 7:00 PM). The program will be complemented by Giacomo Puccini’s short elegy for string quintet, Crisantemi, which was composed in just one night in response to the death of the artist’s friend. The following musicians will perform: Jakub Haufa (violin), Dominika Haufa (violin), Tomasz Rosiński (viola), Katarzyna Drzewiecka-Szlachcikowska (cello), Kamil Mysiński (cello). The concerts will be hosted by Agata Kwiecińska.

The aura of sentimentalism foreshadowing the arrival of the Romantic era will dominate the December concerts (5 December, Wawerskie Centrum Kultury, 7:00 PM; 9 December, Sinfonia Varsovia’s Rehearsal Room, 7:00 PM), which close the third edition of the Sinfonia Varsovia Chamber Orchestra series. The program will include the composer's vocal pieces and WoO 39 Piano Trio in B-flat major. This time "Beethoven’s Mirror" will reflect a wide range of folklore inspirations so characteristic of the Romantic artists, of which Beethoven is considered to be the precursor. The following musicians will perform: Kamil Staniczek (violin), Marcel Markowski (cello), and guest pianist Wojciech Pyrć, as well as singers from the Opera Academy of the Grand Theatre – National Opera.

For more information, please visit sinfoniavarsovia.org.
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Tickets: PLN 10
Information on ticket sales will soon be available on the Orchestra's website


