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Warsaw, 10 November 2021
Press release

Musethica for the first time in Warsaw – “we bring music closer to the people”
17–20 November 2021
Warsaw

Viola master Avri Levitan is coming to Warsaw to play for young adults, seniors, and pupils of special schools with Sinfonia Varsovia's concertmaster, violinist Anna Maria Staśkiewicz and young Polish artists. From 17 to 20 November, the capital city will host a series of concerts under the international Musethica project. The final concert, open to the public, will take place on 20 November at 12 PM at the Nowa Miodowa, concert hall of the State Music School Complex No. 1 in Warsaw.
The events are part of the 9th edition of Sinfonia Varsovia Academy and will take place in venues where classical music is not present on a daily basis or access to it is limited, including a special school, school and educational centers for visually impaired and blind children, a youth center, high schools, a senior center, and even a cafe.
Musethica is an international non-profit organization which aims to educate exceptionally talented young musicians, introducing extensive concert performances. Its co-founder and artistic director, Avri Levitan, is an acclaimed violist. Musethica's educational program, with workshops followed by a multi-day series of concerts (usually 2–3 performances per day), was launched in 2012 and is now active in 10 countries around the world, including France, Spain, Israel, Germany, Sweden, and China.
From a pedagogical perspective, young musicians need to perform as much as possible, which is difficult without a manager, adequate space, and an audience. The performances of Musethica's participants offer the same quality as the events held in concert halls. “Interacting with a live audience makes the performers more sensitive to the recipient and allows them to experience the effect their music has on the listener,” says Malina Sarnowska, the coordinator of the Warsaw edition of Musethica. “These are the circumstances that benefit both the audience and the musicians”.
During workshops, the finest young instrumentalists prepare a repertoire under the guidance of mentors – renowned teachers and touring soloists – and then perform it together in unusual concert venues and to audiences with limited access to such music events. All the artists perform without remuneration, and all invited audience members get free admission.
Sinfonia Varsovia, continuing its collaboration with Musethica, joined the first Warsaw edition of this project. The Sinfonia Varsovia Academy, which is part of the latest edition of the event, provides comprehensive training for students and recent graduates of music universities, giving them an early taste of the work of an orchestra musician. Three participants of the 9th edition of the Sinfonia Varsovia Academy, including Julia Ivanciw (violin), Mateusz Błaszczak, and Małgorzata Bleja (cellos) will share the stage with Sinfonia Varsovia's concertmaster, Anna Maria Staśkiewicz (violin) and the co-founder of Musethica, Avri Levitan (viola). The program will feature Anton Arensky's rarely performed String Quartet No. 2 in A minor Op. 35 for violin, viola, and two cellos and Franz Schubert's monumental String Quintet in C major, D. 956, for two violins, viola, and two cellos.
The concerts will take place in various locations across Warsaw, including the Kamionek, Grochów, Powiśle, and Mokotów neighborhoods, as well as in Laski near Warsaw. The concert venues include: Special Schools Complex No. 91 (3 Weterynaryjna Street), Róża Czacka School and Educational Centers for Blind and Visually Impaired Children in Laski (75 Brzozowa Street, Izabelin), Doctor Zofia Galewska Center (7 Koźmińska Street), Senior Cultural Center (7 Pawlikowskiego Street), Grochów Music Center (1 Rębkowska Street), Jakub Jasiński General Lyceum No. LXXII (346/348 Grochowska Street), Adam Mickiewicz General Lyceum No. IV (59 Saska Street), Waszyngton Cafe (96A Waszyngtona Street), and the Nowa Miodowa concert hall of the State Music School Complex No. 1 in Warsaw (21 Rakowiecka Street).
The concerts at the Waszyngton Cafe (96A Waszyngtona Street, 18 November, 6 PM)
and the final concert at the Nowa Miodowa concert hall (21 Rakowiecka Street, 20 November, 12 PM) are open to the public with a limited number of seats. For further details
about the final Musethica concert, please follow this link. For more information
about the Sinfonia Varsovia Academy, please visit our site.
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	Co-financed by the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage from the Culture Promotion Fund, financed from surcharges for games under state monopoly pursuant to Article 80(1) of the Gambling Act of 19 November 2009.
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