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Warszawa, 18 January 2022
Press release

Musical journey with Schubert – 
Sinfonia Varsovia at the Festival 
in Pays de la Loire 
La Folle Journée en région:
La Roche-sur-Yon, Cholet, Saumur, Laval (21–23 January) 
La Folle Journée de Nantes (26–30 January)
Sinfonia Varsovia will fly to western France to give performances at the La Folle Journée festival in Nantes and several other cities in Pays de la Loire from 21 through 30 January. It will be the only foreign symphony orchestra appearing at this year’s event. The musicians will play thirteen concerts for live audiences with such soloists as Mao Fujita, Lukas Geniušas, Nelson Goerner, Marie-Josèphe Jude, and Liya Petrova. The orchestra will be conducted by Mihhail Gerts, Daniel Reuss, and Alexander Rudin. 
La Folle Journée in Nantes is the world’s biggest classical music festival and attracts music lovers from all over Europe. Initially organized in France, the Festival now has its editions in Japan, Russia, and Poland (under the name The Crazy Days of Music); for several years it was also held in Portugal, Spain, and Brazil. The past editions of La Folle Journée de Nantes featured around 400 performances held over 5 days and hosted nearly 150 thousand concertgoers.
This year's festival program and the number of guest artists have been significantly limited due to the pandemic. Inviting Sinfonia Varsovia is a way to honor the Orchestra that has performed at the La Folle Journée Festival since its first edition in 1995. This year’s edition is devoted to Franz Schubert in celebration of the 225th anniversary of his birthday.
Sinfonia Varsovia will perform a varied repertoire, including symphonies, theater music, piano and violin concertos, songs, a mass, and chamber works arranged for solo instrument and orchestra. The program will include music by Ludwig van Beethoven, Johann Nepomuk Hummel, Felix Mendelssohn, and Johannes Brahms, with a special focus on the greatest works of Franz Schubert, the patron of this year's edition: the "Unfinished" Symphony No. 8 in B minor, D 759, “Wanderer” Fantasy in C major, D 760 arranged by Franz Liszt for piano and orchestra, “Arpeggione” Sonata in A minor, D 821 orchestrated by Dobrinka Tabakova for cello and string orchestra, and Mass in A flat major, D 678.
Soloists will include violinist Liya Petrova, cellist Alexander Rudin, pianists Mao Fujita, Lukas Geniušas, Nelson Goerner, Marie-Josèphe Jude, Matan Porat, and Mūza Rubackytė, as well as singers Cyrielle Ndjiki Nya (soprano), Rowan Pierce (soprano), Sophie Marilley (alto), Thomas Walker (tenor), and Tobias Berndt (baritone). Sinfonia Varsovia will join the Ensemble Vocal de Lausanne in a performance of Franz Schubert's Mass in A flat major, D 678.
For more information on the festival program and ticket sales, please visit the Festival’s website: http://www.follejournee.fr/.  
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