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Warsaw, 19 July 2022
Press release
La Folle Journée de Varsovie 
“Ballads and Romances”
23–25 September 2022
Teatr Wielki - Polish National Opera
Artistic Community Church
Warsaw
La Folle Journée will return to Warsaw for its twelfth edition. The last weekend of September 
(23–25 September) will revolve around Romanticism. During the three Festival days, we will hear over 30 orchestral and chamber music concerts performed by artists from Poland and abroad in the halls of Teatr Wielki – Polish National Opera and the Artistic Community Church. Guest artists include pianists Jonas Vitaud and Tanguy de Williencourt and singer Agata Zubel, as well as the Modigliani Quartet, Atom String Quartet, La Morra and Trio Nebelmeer. Sinfonia Varsovia, NFM Leopoldinum, and the Orchestra of Teatr Wielki - Polish National Opera will be conducted by Patrick Fournillier, Marta Gardolińska, Ernst Kovacic, and Dirk Vermeulen.
Ballads and Romances
The theme of the current edition refers to Adam Mickiewicz's Ballads and Romances, the title of a collection of poetry whose publication exactly 200 years ago marks the symbolic beginning of Polish Romanticism. The Festival program will place special emphasis on the works of Franz Schubert as a way to honor the important 225th anniversary of the birth of this Austrian composer, a precursor of Romanticism, whose work set the directions for 19th-century music.
The program will feature: Hector Berlioz’s Harold in Italy Symphony, Johannes Brahms’s Piano Concerto No. 1 in D minor, Franz Liszt’s concert piano transcriptions, Alma and Gustav Mahler’s orchestral songs, Franz Schubert’s late quartets, Winter Journey and Unfinished Symphony in B minor, and Robert Schumann’s Piano Concerto in A minor and Piano Quintet in E-flat major. The repertoire will also include early music (Ensemble La Morra), jazz music (Atom String Quartet) and family events for kids (Smykofonie, Little Basil).
An array of artists
Musicians from Poland and abroad will include Christian Danowicz, Matthias Loibner, Marta Maślanka, Michal Micker, Nataša Mirković, Marcin Misiak, Emmanuel Rossfelder, Jonas Vitaud, Tanguy de Williencourt, and Agata Zubel. We will also hear such orchestras as Sinfonia Varsovia, NFM Leopoldinum, and Teatr Wielki - National Opera Orchestra led by such conductors as Jurek Dybal, Patrick Fournillier, Marta Gardolinska, Michal Klauza, Ernst Kovacic, Yaroslav Shemet, and Dirk Vermeulen.
The program will also feature renowned chamber ensembles such as Modigliani Quartet (Amaury Coeytaux, Loïc Rio, Laurent Marfaing, François Kieffer), Trio Nebelmeer (Arthur Decaris, Albéric Boullenois, Loann Fourmental), Atom String Quartet (Dawid Lubowicz, Mateusz Smoczyński, Michał Zaborski, Krzysztof Lenczowski), Splot Quartet (Karolina Gutowska, Kornelia Grądzka, Agnieszka Podłucka, Dobrawa Czocher), and Ensemble La Morra (Doron Schleifer, Anna Danilevskaia, Corina Marti, Michał Gondko).
Crazy idea behind the Festival
The previous eleven Polish editions of La Folle Journée featured over 700 performances, hosted several thousand artists, and attracted over 350 thousand concertgoers. Since its inception, the Festival has been held at Teatr Wielki - Polish National Opera and organized by Sinfonia Varsovia.
The central idea behind the Festival is to break down the barriers separating listeners from classical music by encouraging and facilitating audience participation during concerts, while maintaining the highest quality of performances. With short concerts being held from morning till evening in several halls simultaneously, affordable tickets, and unique atmosphere, the Festival is a musical celebration to which everyone is invited. 
La Folle Journée started in France in 1984. The creative mind behind the Festival and its artistic director is René Martin, while the organizer is Centre de Réalisations et d'Études Artistiques à Nantes (CRÉA). The Festival was first held in Nantes in 1995 and its idea quickly crossed the borders of France. Over the years, it has become a truly international musical phenomenon.
Tickets priced at 20–30 PLN will go on sale on 1 September. More information will be available soon on the Festival website’s: https://szalonednimuzyki.pl/en/.
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	The project is co-financed by the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage and ran in cooperation with the National Cultural Center.
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