[image: ]



[image: ]



[bookmark: _Hlk156915521]Warsaw, 23rd January 2024
Press release

Origines – Sinfonia Varsovia
at festivals in Nantes and Pays de la Loire
Ma Région Virtuose: Laval, Château-Gontier, La Flèche, Cholet,
La Roche-sur-Yon (26th – 28th January) 
La Folle Journée de Nantes Origines (31st January – 4th February)

Sinfonia Varsovia goes on tour in France to perform at two festivals: the 30th anniversary La Folle Journée in Nantes and Ma Région Virtuose (formerly known as La Folle Journée en Région) in 5 cities in Pays de la Loire. The orchestra’s musicians will take part in 13 symphonic concerts over the course of 8 festival days alongside such soloists as pianists François-Frédéric Guy, Dmitry Masleev, Marie-Ange Nguci, Anne Queffélec and Emmanuel Strosser, violinists Aylen Pritchin and Olivier Charlie, clarinettist Raphaël Sévère and saxophonist Valentine Michaud. The ensemble will be led by conductors Barbara Dragan, Aleksandar Marković, Julien Masmondet, Pierre-Fabien Roubaty and Kaspar Zehnder.
La Folle Journée is a festival of great interest to music lovers from all over the world. Initially organized only in France (in Nantes and Pays de la Loire), it currently has its editions also in Japan and Poland (under the name Szalone Dni Muzyki – Crazy Days of Music), and for several years it was also held in Portugal, Spain, Russia and Brazil. This year, the Cité des Congrès in Nantes alone will host 300 concerts performed by approximately 2,000 musicians.
This year’s anniversary edition of La Folle Journée is directed toward its past, hence the subtitle Origines (Polish for origins). As artistic director René Martin points out in his curatorial note, the core of the festival’s program will be based on the works of the national schools of the 19th century, as well as important works of earlier eras, works that left their mark on the history of musical forms and genres.
During its first trip abroad this year, Sinfonia Varsovia will perform, among other works, the stage music for Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Georges Bizet’s Symphony No. 1 in C Major, Einojuhani Rautavaara’s Concerto for Birds and Orchestra Cantus Arcticus, and Gabriel Fauré’s famous Requiem, in which he will join forces with Emma Rieger (soprano) and Geoffroy Perruchoud (bass), as well as the Ensemble Vocal de Lausanne. The orchestra will be conducted by well-known to them Kaspar Zehnder and Aleksandar Marković, while Pierre-Fabien Roubaty, Julien Masmondet and Barbara Dragan will direct the ensemble for the first time.
The orchestra will perform with such soloists as pianists François-Frédéric Guy (Piano Concerto No. 1 in D minor, Op. 15 by Johannes Brahms), Dmitry Masleev (Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor, Op. 22 by Camille Saint-Saëns), Marie-Ange Nguci (Piano Concerto No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30 by Sergei Rachmaninoff), Anne Queffélec (Piano Concerto in E flat major, K.271 Jeunehomme by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart) and Emmanuel Strosser (Symphony on a French Mountain Air, Op. 25 by Vincent d’Indy), violinists Aylen Pritchin (Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64 by Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy), Olivier Charlier (Violin Concerto by Samuel Barber), clarinettist Raphaël Sévère (Clarinet Concerto by Aaron Copland) and saxophonist Valentine Michaud (Clarinet Concerto Peacock Tales – Anders Hillborg’s Millennium version arranged for soprano saxophone).

Details about the program can be found on the festival website: www.follejournee.fr. 
***
Festival Ma Région Virtuose
26th – 28th January 2024
Laval, Château-Gontier, La Flèche, Cholet, La Roche-sur-Yon; France

Friday, 26th January 2024, 8:30 PM
Le Théâtre de Laval, Laval

Performers:
Aylen Pritchin violin
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Barbara Dragan conductor

Programme:
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Incidental music to A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare, Op. 61 (excerpts) 

Saturday, 27th January 2024, 4:30 PM
Espace St-Fiacre, Château-Gontier

Performers:
Aylen Pritchin violin
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Barbara Dragan conductor

Programme:
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Incidental music to A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare, Op. 61 (excerpts) 

Saturday, 27th January 2024, 8:30 PM 
Salle Coppelia, La Flèche

Performers:
Aylen Pritchin violin
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Barbara Dragan conductor

Programme:
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Incidental music to A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare, Op. 61 (excerpts) 

Sunday, 28th January 2024, 2:00 PM
Théâtre Saint-Louis, Cholet

Performers:
Aylen Pritchin violin
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Barbara Dragan conductor

Programme:
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Incidental music to A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare, Op. 61 (excerpts) 

Sunday, 28th January 2024, 6:30 PM
Le Manège, La Roche-sur-Yon

Performers:
Aylen Pritchin violin
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Barbara Dragan conductor

Programme:
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Incidental music to A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare, Op. 61 (excerpts) 

30th Festival La Folle Journée de Nantes “Origines”  
31st January – 4th February 2024
Cité des Congrès, Nantes; France


Wednesday, 31st January 2024, 9:15 PM
Apollon Hall

Performers:
François-Frédéric Guy piano
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Aleksandar Marković conductor

Programme:
Johannes Brahms Piano Concerto No. 1 in D minor

Thursday, 1st February 2024, 11:00 AM
Apollon Hall

Performers:
Raphaël Sévère clarinet
Olivier Charlier violin
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Aleksandar Marković conductor

Programme:
Aaron Copland Clarinet Concerto
Samuel Barber Violin Concerto, Op. 14 

Thursday, 1st February 2024, 6:45 PM
Apollon Hall

Performers:
Emma Rieger soprano
Geoffroy Perruchoud bass
Ensemble Vocal de Lausanne
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Pierre-Fabien Roubaty conductor

Programme:
César Franck Panis angelicus from Mass in A major, Op.12 
Gabriel Fauré Requiem, Op. 48

Friday, 2nd February 2024, 11:15 AM
Apollon Hall

Performers:
Emmanuel Strosser piano
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Julien Masmondet conductor

Programme:
Vincent d’Indy Symphony on a French Mountain Air, Op. 25
Georges Bizet Symphony No. 1 in C Major

Friday, 2nd February 2024, 4:30 PM
Apollon Hall

Programme:
Jean Sibelius The Swan of Tuonela, Op. 22, No. 2, from the Lemminkäinen Suite [10’]
Anders Hillborg Clarinet Concerto Peacock Tales – Millennium version (arranged for soprano saxophone and orchestra) [29’]
Einojuhani Rautavaara Concerto for Birds and Orchestra Cantus Arcticus, Op. 61

Performers:
Arkadiusz Krupa English horn
Valentine Michaud soprano saxophone 
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Julien Masmondet conductor


Friday, 2nd February 2024, 8:15 PM
Apollon Hall

Performers:
Dmitry Masleev piano 
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Kaspar Zehnder conductor

Programme:
Camille Saint-Saëns Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor, Op. 22 
Georges Bizet Carmen Suite No. 2 (arr. Ernest Guiraud)

Saturday, 3rd February 2024, 11:00 AM
Apollon Hall

Performers:
Anne Queffélec piano
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Kaspar Zehnder conductor

Programme:
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Overture to The Abduction from the Seraglio, K.384
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Piano Concerto No. 9 in E flat major, K.271 Jeunehomme



Sunday, 4th February 2024, 3:30 PM
Apollon Hall

Performers:
Marie-Ange Nguci piano 
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Kaspar Zehnder conductor

Programme:
Sergei Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30
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